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Cobras of Nepal 

Introduction 

Cobra is the Portuguese word for "snake". In English and in some other languages, it 

has been adopted as the name for any of various species of venomous snakes. In 

South Asia, these snakes are playing an outstanding role as a religious symbol in 

Hinduism and Buddhism.  Most of those species are in the family Elapidae, all of 

which are venomous. Most of them can spread their neck ribs to form a flattened, 

widened hood. The coloration as well as the shape of the hood pattern varies greatly 

within each species and for this reason the investigation of cuneate scales of the lower 

lip as well as dorsal scale count can be helpful for identification (Fig.1). Distributions 

of all type of cobras are given in fig. 5. 

Type of Cobra found in Nepal 

i. Naja kaouthia (Lesson, 1831) 

ii. Naja naja (Linnaeus, 1758) 

iii. Ophiophagus hannah, (Cantor, 1836) 

Naja kaouthia 

Common Name: Monocled cobra, Monocellate cobra 

Nepali Name: Goman, Tilakdom  

Size: 150 cm (male) and 156 cm (female). Maximum recorded length 230 cm. 

Life Span: Captive over 12 years. 

Identification: Head not very distinct from neck, eye moderate, pupil round, nostril 

between an anterior and a posterior nasal, head shields normal except the loreal which 

is absent, scales smooth. Olivaceous or brownish to black above, with or without a 

orange-coloured, O-shaped or monocellate mark upon the hood, a black spot on the 

lower surface of the hood on either side and one or two broad black cross-bars on the 

belly behind it. The rest of the belly is same colour as the back but slightly yellowish 

(Fig. 2 and 3). 

Habit and Habitat: Carnivorous, mainly fish, frogs, toads and rodents. Agricultural 

areas, scrublands, secondary forests and settlements close to water bodies. 

Activity Pattern: Diurnal and crepuscular (dem or twilight). 

Altitude Range in Nepal: <100-3200 m. 

Status: Occasional (accidental). 

Venom: Neurotoxic, deadly poisonous. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venomous_snake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_(biology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elapidae
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Remarks: A highly aggressive species prefers wetter (wet, rainy) areas. 

 

Naja naja 

Common Name: Spectacled cobra, Binocellate cobra. 

Nepali Name: Goman Sarpa, Kopre. 

Size: 151.5 cm (male) and 165 cm (female). Maximum recorded length 220 cm. 

Life Span: Captive over 21 years. 

Identification: Head not very distinct from neck, eye moderate, pupil round, nostril 

between an anterior and a posterior nasal, head shields normal except the loreal which 

is absent, scales smooth Yellowish or brownish to black above with or without a black 

and white or black, and yellow, "spectacle" mark on the hood, a black spot on the 

lower surface of the hood on each side, and 2 or 3 broad black cross-bars on the belly 

behind the hood (Fig. 2 and 3). 

Habit and Habitat: Carnivorous, mainly frogs, toads and rodents. Inhabits tropical and 

subtropical forest, grasslands and agricultural lands and settlements especially in 

lowlands and midhills. 

Activity Pattern: Mostly diurnal and crepuscular (dem or twilight), also found active 

at night. 

Altitude Range in Nepal: <100-1600 m. 

Status: Occasional (accidental). 

Venom: Neurotoxic, deadly poisonous. 

Remarks: Commonest among the cobra species found in Nepal. 

Ophiophagus hannah 

Common Name: King cobra, Hamadryad. 

Nepali Name:  

Size: 500 cm (male) and maximum length 558 cm (Thailand). A specimen with 477 

cm weighed 12 Kg.  

Life Span: Captive over 21 years.  

Identification: Head not very distinct from neck, eye moderate, pupil round, nostril 

between an anterior and a posterior nasal, frontal not truncate anteriorly, preocular 

squarish from the internasal by the prefrontal, a pair of large occipital shields in 
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contact with one another, no cuneate scale on the lower jaw and no loreal, scales 

smooth. Dorsal surface brown, yellowish brown, blackish brown, black, light green, 

green grey, olive, olive green, orange yellow with or without yellowish or white cross 

bars or chevrons ( line or stripe in the shape of a V or an inverted V). Ventral surface 

whitish, yellowish white or greyish brown (Fig. 4). 

Habit and Habitat: Carnivorous, exclusively snakes, cannibalism also observed. 

Prefers moist temperate forests, inhabits tropical and subtropical wet forest, 

plantations and open scrublands in the vicinity of water bodies. 

Activity Pattern: Diurnal and crepuscular  

Altitude Range in Nepal: <100-3500 m. 

Status: Rare, CITES II, Red Data (Nepal) V. 

Venom: Neurotoxic, deadly poisonous. 

Remarks: It is the largest poisonous snake of the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.1. Nomenclature of the body parts of snake 
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Fig.2. Dorsal view A- Naja kaouthia, B- Naja naja,  Fig.3. Ventral view of Naja spp. 

Fig.4. Ophiophagus hannah 

A B 

Fig.5. Distribution of Naja kaouthi, Naja nana and Ophiophagus hannah 
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g]kfndf kfOgf] uf]dgx? 

kl/ro  

sf]j/f zAb kf]h{ufnL efiffaf6 cfPsf] xf] . cu|]hL / s]xL cGo efiffdf ljiffn' 

;k{sf nflu oxL gfd k|of]u u/]sf] kfOG5 . blIf0f Pl;ofsf] lxGb' / af}4 wd{df  

oL ;k{x?n] wfld{s k|tLssf] ?kdf pNn]vgLo e"ldsf v]n]sf] kfOG5 . oL 

k|hfltx? ljiffn' 5g\ / Onflk8L (Elapidae)  kl/jf/ cGtu{t kb{5g\ . oL 

k|hfltx?n] rk]6f] / km/flsnf] x'8 agfpg cfˆgf] 3fFrLsf s/ªx? km}nfpg 

;S5g\ . /+u nufPt x'8sf] 9fFrf k|To]s k|hflt cg';f/ km/s km/s x'G5g\ / o; 

sf/0fn] tNnf] cf]7sf] km];] (cuneate) sTnf  / kL7sf] sTnf u0fgf u/L 

klxrfg / 5fgljg ug{ ;xof]u k'U5 . -lrq g+= !_ . ;a} k|sf/sf sf]j/fx?sf] 

ljt/0f lrq g+= % df b]vfOPsf] 5 . 

g]kfndf kfOgf] sf]j/fsf k|sf/x?  

s= Naja Kaouthia (Lesson, 1831)  

v= Naja Naja (Linnaeus, 1758)  

u= Ophiophagus hannach (Cantor, 1836) 

Naja Kaouthia -gfhf sfcfplyof_ 

;fwf/0f gfdM df]gf]s]8]n sf]j/f, df]gf]l;n]6]8 sf]j/f  

             (Monocled cobra, Monocellate cobra) 

g]kfnL gfdM PscfFVn] uf]dg, ltns8f]d  

cfsf/ M !%) ;]dL -k'?if_, !%^ ;]dL -dlxnf_, clwsTd /]s8{ ul/Psf] nDafO{ 

@#) ;]dL  
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hLjg cjlwM s}bdf !@ jif{ ;Dd  

klxrfgM 6fpsf] 3fF6L ;u} hf]l8Psf] x'G5 . cfFvf dWod, cfFvfsf] gfgL uf]nf], 

gwgf gfssf] cl3Nnf] / l5Nnf] efusf] lardf, 6fpsfsf] 9fn ;fdfGo, lrNnf] 

sTnf h}t'g /+u jf v}/f] /+u b]lv sfnf] ;'Gtnf /+usf] x'G5 . km0ff (hood) cf] 

cfsf/sf] lrGx / To;}sf] tNnf] efudf Pp6f sfnf] bfu x'G5 . k]6df Ps b]lv 

b'O{ rfSnf] sfnf] qm; af6x? / afFsL k]6sf] efu xNsf kx]nf] x'G5 . -lrq g+= @ 

/ #_  

jfgL / k|s[lts lgjf; M df+zfxf/L d'Voto df5f, Eofu'tf / d';fx?df lge{/ 

x'G5g\ . a;f]af; s[lif If]q, jg, dfgjl:t / kfgLsf] ;|f]t glhs j:g ?rfpg] 

x'G5g\ .  

ultljlwsf] 9frfF M lbgdf / ;femdf  

g]kfn leq kfpg ;Sg] pkrfO{M < !)) – #@)) ld6/  

l:yltM slxn] sflx -cfsl:ds_  

ljif (Venom)M Go"/f]6f]lS;s (Neurotoxic), 3ftsf ljiffn'  

s}lkmotM Ps pRr cfqmfds k|hflt h'g kfgLn] leh]sf] 7fpFdf a:g  ?rfpF5 .  

Naja Naja -gfhf gfhf_ 

;fwf/0f gfdM Spectacled Cobra, Binocellated Cobra  

g]kfnLdf gfdM b'OcfFVn] udg  

cfsf/ M !%!=% ;]dL -k'?if_ / !^% ;]dL -dlxnf_ clwstd /]s8{ ul/Psf] nDafO{ 

@@) ;]dL  

hLjg cjlw M s}bdf @! jif{ ;Dd  
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klxrfg M 6fpFsf] 3f6L ;Fu} h]l8Psf] x'G5 . cfFvf dWod, cfFvfsf] gfgL uf]nf], 

gygf gfssf] cl3Nnf] / kl5Nnf] efusf] lardf, 6fpsfsf] 9fn ;fdfGo / loreal 

x'Fb}g, sTnf lrNnf] ;fy} kx]+nf], v}/f] jf snf] ;]tf] x'G5 . km0ffdf (hood) r;df 

(spectacle) lrGx x'G5 . km0ffsf] tNnf] efusf] 5]p5fpdf Ps–Ps cf]6f snf] 

6f6f] / x'8sf] k5fl8sf] efu @–# j6f sfl6Psf snf wsf{ x'G5g . -lrq g+= @ / 

#_  

jfgL / k|fs[lts lgjf;M df+zfxf/L, d'Voto Eofu'tf / d';fx?df lge{/ .  

of] pi0f k|b]zLo If]qsf 3fF;]d}bfg, v]ltof]Uo hldg / dgj a;f]af; glhs a:g 

?rfp5 .  

ultljlwsf] 9fFrf M k|fo lbgdf /  ;fFemdf ;lqmo of] k|hflt /ftdf klg ;lqmo 

x'G5 .  

g]kfn leq kfpg ;Sg] prfO{ M <!))–!^)) ld6/  

l:yltM slxn] sflx -cfsl:ds_  

ljif (Venom)M Go"/f]6f]lS;s (Neurotoxic), 3ftsf ljiffn'  

s}lkmotM g]kfndf kfOg] sf]j/f k|hflt dWosf] ;dfGo k|hflt xf] .  

Ophiophagus hannah -cf]lkmofkmofu; xfGxf_ 

;fwf/0f gfdM /fhf sf]j/f (King Cobra), jg – tv|b]jtf (Hamdryad)  

g]kfnL gfdM /fhfuf]dg, gfu/fhf 

cfsf/M %)) ;]dL -k'?if_ / clwstd /]s8{ ul/Psf] nDafO{ %%* ;]dL (yfO{Nof08–

Thailand) . of] k|hflt ;fdfGoto $&& ;]dL nfdf] / !@ s]hL ;Dd tf}n x'G5 .  

hLjg cjlwM s}bdf @! jif{ ;Dd  
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klxrfgM 6fpsf] 5ftL ;Fu} hf]l8Psf] x'G5 . cfFvf dWod cfFvfsf] gfgL uf]nf] 

gwgf gfssf] cl3Nnf] / kl5Nnf] efusf] lardf x'G5 . Loreal / km];] (cuneate)  

sTnfx? tNnf] Rofk'df x'Fb}gg\ . kL7sf] efudf lrNnf] sTnfx? v}/f], kx]nf], sfnf] 

/ xNsf xl/of] h:df kx]nf] ;]tf] 3]/f x'G5g\ eg] cuf8Lsf] efudf ;]tf] v}/f] jf 

xNsf kx]nf] x'G5 .  

afgL / k|fs[lts lgjf;M df+zfxf/L, g/eSIfL o; k|hfltn] d'Votof ;k{ vfG5 . 

pi0f k|b]zLo jghª\unsf] cf]l;nf] efu, j[Iff/f]k0f ul/Psf] 7fpF / kfgLsf] j/k/ 

j:g ?rfpg] .  

ultljlwsf] 9fFrfM lbgdf / ;femdf  

g]kfn leq kfpg] ;Sg] prrfO{M <!))–#%)) ld6/  

l:yltM b'n{e, CITES II, Red data (Nepal) V 

ljif (Venom)M Go"/f]6f]lS;s (Neurotoxic), 3ftsf ljiffn'  

s}lkmotM of] ;+;f/sf] ;a} eGbf 7"nf] ;k{ xf] .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

s v 

u 

lrq g+= ! M ;k{sf] z/L/sf efux?sf] gfds/0f,s–:j¿k, v / u–k]6sf] efu 
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lrq g+= @ M kL7sf] efuaf6 x]bf{,  

s– Naja kaouthia, v- Naja naja,  

 

 

lrq g+= # M k]6sf] efuaf6 x]bf{ Naja spp. 

 

lrq g+= $ M Ophiophagus hannah, s– kL7sf] efuaf6, v– k]6sf] efuaf6 

 

lrq g+= % M Naja kaouthi, Naja nana / Ophiophagus hannah  sf] ljt/0f  

 

s v 

s v 
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