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Cobras of Nepal

Introduction

Cobra is the Portuguese word for "snake". In English and in some other languages, it
has been adopted as the name for any of various species of venomous snakes. In
South Asia, these snakes are playing an outstanding role as a religious symbol in
Hinduism and Buddhism. Most of those species are in the family Elapidae, all of
which are venomous. Most of them can spread their neck ribs to form a flattened,
widened hood. The coloration as well as the shape of the hood pattern varies greatly
within each species and for this reason the investigation of cuneate scales of the lower
lip as well as dorsal scale count can be helpful for identification (Fig.1). Distributions
of all type of cobras are given in fig. 5.

Type of Cobra found in Nepal

i Naja kaouthia (Lesson, 1831)
ii. Naja naja (Linnaeus, 1758)
iii. Ophiophagus hannah, (Cantor, 1836)

Naja kaouthia

Common Name: Monocled cobra, Monocellate cobra

Nepali Name: Goman, Tilakdom

Size: 150 cm (male) and 156 cm (female). Maximum recorded length 230 cm.
Life Span: Captive over 12 years.

Identification: Head not very distinct from neck, eye moderate, pupil round, nostril
between an anterior and a posterior nasal, head shields normal except the loreal which
is absent, scales smooth. Olivaceous or brownish to black above, with or without a
orange-coloured, O-shaped or monocellate mark upon the hood, a black spot on the
lower surface of the hood on either side and one or two broad black cross-bars on the
belly behind it. The rest of the belly is same colour as the back but slightly yellowish
(Fig. 2 and 3).

Habit and Habitat: Carnivorous, mainly fish, frogs, toads and rodents. Agricultural
areas, scrublands, secondary forests and settlements close to water bodies.

Activity Pattern: Diurnal and crepuscular (dem or twilight).
Altitude Range in Nepal: <100-3200 m.
Status: Occasional (accidental).

Venom: Neurotoxic, deadly poisonous.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venomous_snake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_(biology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elapidae
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Remarks: A highly aggressive species prefers wetter (wet, rainy) areas.

Naja naja

Common Name: Spectacled cobra, Binocellate cobra.

Nepali Name: Goman Sarpa, Kopre.

Size: 151.5 cm (male) and 165 cm (female). Maximum recorded length 220 cm.
Life Span: Captive over 21 years.

Identification: Head not very distinct from neck, eye moderate, pupil round, nostril
between an anterior and a posterior nasal, head shields normal except the loreal which
is absent, scales smooth Yellowish or brownish to black above with or without a black
and white or black, and yellow, "spectacle™ mark on the hood, a black spot on the
lower surface of the hood on each side, and 2 or 3 broad black cross-bars on the belly
behind the hood (Fig. 2 and 3).

Habit and Habitat: Carnivorous, mainly frogs, toads and rodents. Inhabits tropical and
subtropical forest, grasslands and agricultural lands and settlements especially in
lowlands and midhills.

Activity Pattern: Mostly diurnal and crepuscular (dem or twilight), also found active
at night.

Altitude Range in Nepal: <100-1600 m.

Status: Occasional (accidental).

Venom: Neurotoxic, deadly poisonous.

Remarks: Commonest among the cobra species found in Nepal.
Ophiophagus hannah

Common Name: King cobra, Hamadryad.

Nepali Name:

Size: 500 cm (male) and maximum length 558 cm (Thailand). A specimen with 477
cm weighed 12 Kg.

Life Span: Captive over 21 years.

Identification: Head not very distinct from neck, eye moderate, pupil round, nostril
between an anterior and a posterior nasal, frontal not truncate anteriorly, preocular
squarish from the internasal by the prefrontal, a pair of large occipital shields in
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contact with one another, no cuneate scale on the lower jaw and no loreal, scales
smooth. Dorsal surface brown, yellowish brown, blackish brown, black, light green,
green grey, olive, olive green, orange yellow with or without yellowish or white cross
bars or chevrons ( line or stripe in the shape of a V or an inverted V). Ventral surface
whitish, yellowish white or greyish brown (Fig. 4).

Habit and Habitat: Carnivorous, exclusively snakes, cannibalism also observed.
Prefers moist temperate forests, inhabits tropical and subtropical wet forest,
plantations and open scrublands in the vicinity of water bodies.

Activity Pattern: Diurnal and crepuscular

Altitude Range in Nepal: <100-3500 m.

Status: Rare, CITES Il, Red Data (Nepal) V.

Venom: Neurotoxic, deadly poisonous.

Remarks: It is the largest poisonous snake of the world.
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Fig.1. Nomenclature of the body parts of snake
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Fig.2. Dorsal view A- Naja kaouthia, B- Naja naja, Fig.3. Ventral view of Naja spp.

Naja naja

Ophiophagus hannah

Fig.5. Distribution of Naja kaouthi, Naja nana and Ophiophagus hannah
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